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economic; these causes cannot be removed except by a
change in the existing economic system; therefore a policy
of war resistance by individuals is futile.
Those who use such arguments belong to two main
classes: currency reformers and socialists.
Currency reformers, such as Major Douglas and his
followers, point to the defects in our monetary system and
affirm that, if these defects were remedied, prosperity
could be spread over the whole world and every possible
cause of war eliminated. This is surely over-optimistic.
Defects in the monetary system may intensify economic
conflicts in general. But by no means all economic con-
flicts are conflicts between nations. Many of the bitterest
economic conflicts are between rival groups within the
same nation; but, because these rival groups feel a senti-
ment of national solidarity, their conflicts do not result in
war. It is only when monetary systems are organized in
the interest of particular nations or groups of nations that
they become a potential cause of war. So long as national-
ism exists, scientifically managed currencies may actually
make for war rather than peace. c Once the controllers of
national monetary systems begin to apply their power
self-consciously, for the betterment of- their people, we
have monetary conflicts arising on strictly national lines,
such as we see to-day in competitive depreciation and
exchange control/ (Kenneth Boulding in Economic Causes
of War?) The greater the conscious scientific control
exercised by national authorities, the greater the inter-
national friction, at least until such time as all nations agree
to adopt the same methods of control. (See the relevant
passages in the chapter on * Planned Society.*)
The present economic system is unjust and inefficient
and it is urgently desirable, as the socialists insist, that it
should be changed. But such change would not lead
immediately and automatically to universal peace. *In so
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